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AUDREY PETERSON IS NEW STATE HOME EC PRESIDENT; state + cs +
FAMILY ISSUES ARE FOCUS OF RECENT MHEA MEETING
MISSOULA—
Audrey Peterson, Missoula, who recently was installed as 1977-78 president of the 
Montana Home Economics Association (MHEA) in Helena, said a variety of issues dealing with 
the family, and community life affecting the family were discussed at the 1977 MHEA 
annual meeting in the Capital City.
In conjunction with the annual meeting, a total of 108 MHEA representatives, including 
26 home economics majors from the University of Montana and six UM home economics 
faculty members, met with 67 state legislators at a breakfast meeting to discuss various 
issues confronting the legislators this session.
Theme of the annual MHEA meeting was ’’Quality of Life and Public Policy.”
According to Peterson, issues favored by the MHEA representatives and discussed with 
the state legislators included H.B. 119, concerned with the development of the community 
education concept; H.B. 242, providing for day care assistance on a sliding scale basis;
H.B. 569, establishing pilot service programs for displaced homemakers; H.B. 255, assuring 
accessibility by handicapped and elderly to public buildings, and H.B. 544, providing for 
uniform access to family planning services.
"The MHEA group also favored reinsertion of the Montana Advisory Committee on 
Children and Youth into the Social and Rehabilitative Services budget and opposed H.B. 69, 
which would remove post-secondary vocational education from the Office of the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction," Peterson said.
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Other activities at the annual MHEA meeting included a series of concurrent sessions 
on microwave cooking, energy and changing life-styles, teen-age pregnancy, lobbying and 
tax reform.
Besides Peterson, other persons representing the UM home economics faculty at 
the MHEA meeting included Sara C. Steensland, chairman of the UM Department of Home 
Economics; Christine L. Milodragovich, instructor; Jeannette T. Hiett, assistant professor; 
Marlene Bachmann, assistant professor, and Vanetta Lewis, associate professor.
Two home economics teachers from Missoula Sentinel High School, Michelle Milodragovich 
and Lillian Klawitter, also attended the MHEA conference.
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